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Lisa Futschek argues that

when it comes to fisheries
management, responsive deci-
sion-making is the responsible
path.

Last week, I addressed a few
of the major misunderstandings
about the proposed Fisheries Act
reforms. [ clarified that on-board
camera coverage is not going
away - in fact, it will be as thor-
ough as ever Plus virtually all
catch, whether returned to the
sea or brought to shore, will be
observed, recorded and counted
against ACE (annual catch entitle-
ments).

If the piece prompted you
to examine any internalised
assumptions about our fisheries
management - or just to read the
Ministry for Primary Industries’
(MPI] consultation document
yourself - | consider my job well
done,

This week, I've got a few more
misunderstandings to clear up
with you. Namely, on how catch
limits would work under the
proposals and why they'd mean
more meaningful opportunities
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to influence decision-making, not
fewer,

Misunderstanding: the pro-
posed reforms will take away
the public's rights to have a say
on fisheries management.

Given we at Seafood New Zea-
land are pushing so hard for every-
one to submit on the reforms, it's
hopefully evident we absolutely
support everyone's right to have
a say. To be abundantly clear:
public consultation is here to stay,
and we welcome that.

You will hear the exact opposite
from opponents of change. They

Improving the woy the
Ministry for Primary
Industries manages
fishernes is a win for

all Kiwis, communities
and our oceans,

claim that the public is being dis-
enfranchised. That's not correct,
What the proposals do outline
are ways to make our fisheries
management more transpar-
ent, data-driven and responsive
to real-time changes. With 642
stocks for MPI to manage, only
20-30 stocks are reviewed annu-
ally under our current process,
and that’s simply not enough.
The proposals outline a few
main ways we can make our deci-
sion-making more efficient. The
first is by allowing the Minister to
consult the public on multi-year

catch limits. Note the important
part of that sentence: "consult
the public.” The changes simply
front-load the consultation and
give everyone certainty on future
management and MPI more time
and resources to devote to actual
fisheries management!

The proposals would also allow
MPI to develop formal manage-
ment procedures for catch limits
and other management settings.
We already have highly regarded
precedent for using management
procedures for some species glob-
ally, like tuna, to provide trans-
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parency and responsiveness in
fisheries management. The pro-
cedures would set out in advance
what action will be taken when a
fish stock changes. Formal consul-
tation would still be required to
approve any proposed procedure,
and we would expect extensive
engagement with stakeholders on
their development. Additionally,
the Minister would consider pub-
lic views on whether to approve it
or not.

And the ultimate misunder-
standing...that the Fisheries Act
reforms are a "scam”,

Meither the government run-
ning this consultation nor the
seafood industry [which | repre-
sent) are out to swindle you - that
is the frankly offensive notion the
word "scam” implies. As with
all consultations, the public are
being appreached in good faith to
consider the government's pro-
posals and have their say.

Fundamentally, the proposed
reforms make good, scientific
sense, and enable us to be nim-
bler, more effective and to take
advantage of new technology and
information. Ultimately, improv-
ing the way we manage fisheries
is a win for all Kiwis, communities
and our oceans.

With submissions closing this
week on 11 April, 1 once again
eéncourage everyone to participate
in the consultation process, get
informed and share your thoughts.
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The new All-Wheel Drive Subaru Outback doesn't do things by halves, and to prove
it, you can now pay in thirds! Simply pay 1/3 now, 1/3 in 2028, and 1,/3 in 20271*
With the Subaru Qutback starting from $48,980, it's an offer you don't want to miss.
Test drive today at Farmer Subary and discover what

on and off the road.

T New Suhes Duibask Recommeandsd Patal Price (RRP) feam
wiel imieenst Falo of
H|r-u+| Max M-maeth b, Oees third
:||:'A|. furthior rory:

- 3 b

ﬂ-'l 950 + on n.n-:l

r|:.-'|..|.r .u1h arwy othar ..-|:-ﬂ-|'.:||
|H apies io, Dulbadck [RFEF 580

bk KT Tiowring (S0 8500

AT 0% INTEREST"

HHE
and a Ceaks Foo

ok X [RAP 54, .-I":I 1]
Cutback Tourng {ARP 55 880), Cutback AT {HAP 554, 580}, Tt

13 1

% LA anmas tha

LR
the. inchicing &n

Book a test drive today!
Darral Micholaon

021 1826 456
darrein@farmarautovillage.co.nz
farmerautovillage.co.nz
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