
Form4 
Application for mataitai reserve 
Reg 18(1) 

Applicant: Te Runanga o Ngati Awa Customary Fisheries Authority 

This application is specific to the Nga.ti Awa rohe moana already gazetted under the 
Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Regulations 1998 (Fisheries (Kaimoana 
Customary Fishing) Notices (No.3) 2006 (No.F376) & (No.4) 2007 (No.F403). 

We, Te Runanga o Nga.ti Awa Customary Fisheries Authority on behalf of the 
whanau, hapu and iwi of Nga.ti Awa, Tangata Whenua, wish to apply for a mahinga 
mataitai within the rohe moana 'Fisheries Protocol Area' of Nga.ti Awa (refer to 

Appendix 1). 

Te Runanga o Nga.ti Awa Customary Fisheries Authority is the body representative of 
the whanau, hapu and iwi of Nga.ti Awa who have an interest in 'nga tamariki o 
Tangaro a' ( all species of fish, aquatic life and seaweed) within the N gati Awa rohe. 

Nga.ti Awa is made up of twenty-two hapu. Ngati Awa is situated within the Eastern 
Bay of Plenty Coast district. Ngati Awa is represented by Te Runanga o Ngati Awa, a 
legal entity conceived in 1981 to progress the concerns of the Ngati Awa people. 

Since its inception, Te Runanga o Ngati Awa has dedicated its efforts to facilitate 
settlement negotiations with the Crown, in relation to Nga.ti Awa's historical treaty 
claims. In 2005, Te Runanga o Ngati Awa reconstituted itself as a governance entity 
so as to become accountable to the members of Nga.ti Awa and to receive and 

administer settlement redress for and on behalf of nga hapu o N gati Awa. 

In 2005, the Ngati Awa Claims Settlement Act 2005 was enacted. The Act records the 

acknowledgment and apology given by the Crown to Nga.ti Awa in 2003. The Act 
also gives effect to the Ngati Awa Deed of Settlement 2003 and settles the Nga.ti Awa 
historical claims. 

Te Rlinanga o Ngati Awa is charged with kaitiakitanga o nga taonga I tuku iho, on 
behalf of all nga uri o nga hapu o Ngati Awa (the descendants of all the hapu ofNgati 

Awa). 

Area of Application (Identified Traditional Fishing Ground): 

Te Runanga o Nga.ti Awa Customary Fisheries Authority is making an application for 
two separate mataitai within the Ngati Awa rohe moana. The first traditional fishing 
ground sunounds the offshore islands known as Moutohora (Whale Island) and the 

Rurima group. The second traditional fishing ground extends along the coast near the 
Rangitaiki (Thornton) River to Ohope Beach. 

Location: (refer to Appendix 2) 
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One of the most prominent features at the mouth of Ohinemataroa (Whakatane River) 
statue ofWairaka. Wairaka was the daughter of Toroa and came to the shores of 

Whakatane on the Mataatua waka. When the waka arrived at Whakatane most of the 
men of the waka climbed the hill at Kaputerangi to admire the land, while the women 
and children were left in the perceived safety of the waka. The mooring of the waka 

became loosened and the waka began to drift out to sea. Wairaka recognised that the 

waka was in danger of being swept away on the tide. It was then that Wairaka 
showing courage and bravery stood and proclaimed "El Kia whakatane ake au i

ahau' (Let me act as a man) as she bravely took control of the waka and steered it 
away from the angry sea to once again rest safely on the shore. 

The statue takes pride of place on Turuturu Roimata, a rock at the entrance of the 
Whakatane Harbour. The statue commends the bravery ofWairaka and holds 

immense pride by her descendents, N gati Awa. 

The Ohinemataroa (Whakatane River) and Rangitaiki River are entrenched with the 

history ofNgati Awa. The rivers are a life and spiritual source for hapu. There are 
various pa, kainga, wahi tapu, ancient urupa along the river banks. 

Like the Rangitaiki River, Ohinemataroa (Whakatane River) is famous for a number 
of tipua and taniwha. Some of these tipua and taniwha are represented in the carvings 

ofNgati Awa marae like Tutarakauika (the whale monster) and Te Tahi. 
Ohinemataroa (Whakatane River) provides Ngati Awa with a valuable source of food 
including eels, kakahi, oysters, fish, and whitebait. The Whakatane and Rangitaiki 
Rivers are rich in historical and cultural association for Ngati Awa. 

There are various pa and other sites in the vicinity ofNgati Awa which demonstrate 

the general and special significance of the area to Nga.ti Awa. They show how the 

region has been occupied by Nga.ti Awa hapii since the time of the Mataatua waka and 
before. 

Nga.ti Awa has resided at Te Rae o Koohi Point since the time of the ancestor 

Tiwakawaka, many generations before the arrival of the Matatua waka at Whakatane. 
Tiwakawaka was the first explorer to discover and settle the land around 
Kakahoroa (Whakatane). His waka was Te Aratauwhaiti and his descendants were the 
original people ofKakahoroa. Some of the crew of Te Aratauwhaiti are 
commemorated in the names of the rocks at Te Rae o Koohi (Koohi Point). 

Twelve generations from Tiwakawaka came the ancestor Toi-te-Huatahi. Toi resided 

at Kapiiterangi Pa which is located above the Te Rae o Koohi (Koohi Point) Scenic 
Reserve. Toi is acknowledged as the principal founding ancestor of many iwi 
including Nga.ti Awa. 

A significant event in the history of Nga.ti Awa was the arrival of the waka 
Mataatua, captained by Toroa, the chief ofMataatua and one of the principal 
ancestors of Nga.ti Awa. Mataatua faced rough waters as it approached the headland at 
Whakatane (Te Rae o Koohi (Koohi Point)). The turbulence was so bad that it caused 

the daughter of Toroa, Wairaka, to suffer the indignity of experiencing sea sickness. 
The term by which Nga.ti Awa tipuna later called this experience was "ko-hi:" (to be 
ill). Hence the name by which the rocks, the point and adjacent land is known today. 
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